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Will Computers Replace Books?

FEEMEE INFUST NS

Books play many roles in our lives. They of-
fer great sources of knowledge, wisdom, hu-
mor, history, drama, academic study and our
human story. We live in the internet age now
and computers, software, online resources and
google searches offer us a lot of information.
However, no matter how high-tech we become,
nothing can replace the joy of a good book. A
story well told,offers us a world of insight into
other times, minds, lives and experiences. Will
computers overtake books? No, I don’t think so.

For as long as we can trace human history,
we can find evidence of the human need to tell
a story. There are ancient cave paintings in
France, Africa and in the Americas. There are
drawings and hieroglyphics from ancient
Egypt. In China there are stories and paintings
written on tortoise shells and animal bones. Im-
agine our ancestors, thousands of years ago,
wanting to tell their story and wanting to
leave a message.

Imagine the time they spent finding a way to
do that story telling. It is an innate part of hu-
man nature to tell our story. We have been do-
ing it for 10,000 years.

When I talk to students about their hobbies
many of them usually mention reading. In Ja-
pan, there are bookstores everywhere. When 1
first came to Japan, many years ago, I was
very impressed with the Japanese bookstores
and the love of books so evident in the Japa-
nese people. Japan has one of the highest lit-
eracy rates in the world and thus, shows a
great love of reading. Do you know that there
is a part of the brain that actually grows when
you read? The more you read the more your
brain activity increases.

Children who grow up without television in

their homes have much higher reading levels
and better academic performance. It is no
wonder why this is so. It is a fact that reading
increases brainpowerl!

My relationship with books started as a child.
My father was a great reader and we always
had books in our home. He read to me every
night before going to sleep and he made it a lot
of fun to share stories and books. I spent many
hours in libraries in our town and in my
schools. I remember my first visit to the Car-
negie Mellon Library in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia. To me, it seemed magical, exciting and
full of promise.

It was a place where you could find out any-
thing at all. Do you remember your first visit
to a library?

During my university days, I had a part time
job in our campus library. To this day, it re-
mains one of my favorite places to have
worked. My job involved helping students find
books,

newspapers for their research projects. I loved

information, magazine articles and

helping so many people find the information
they needed in the library. I also had to help re-
shelve books students had returned and that
meant long hours in the “stacks” replacing
books in their proper places. My boss used to
get a bit angry because I would disappear into
the stacks for hours, getting involved with
reading everything I came across. It was fun
and useful work.

Computers are amazing machines and open
up the world in fast and useful ways to us to-
day. However, they can never replace books.
There is a tactile experience to reading. You
buy the book, bring it home, open it and ex-
plore information about the author, title,
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background and themes. Then you start to
read. You hold the book in your hands for
hours as you pour over the words. Somehow,
a good book becomes a part of you. And no
matter how much I love my computer; we just
don’t have that kind of personal relationship!

It doesn’t matter what you read, just read. Do
yvou have a favorite book or type of book? 1
know many Japanese love reading comic
books. This also surprised me when I first
came to Japan. Adults reading comic books?
However, now I understand the great populari-
ty of manga and anime! Japanese anime and
manga are now the number one sellers in the
USA to teenagers? Now, we can see English
translations of all the popular manga in the
USA. When I was home in the summer, I
found many Japanese manga at the check out
counter of our local supermarket in the maga-
zine section!

It is the love of the story that we all share. A
good book or comic tells a story and enriches
our lives, grows our brains and entertains us. It
is a basic human need to share our stories
and to learn from each other. Books have al-
ways been great friends for me and I sincerely
hope they are for you, too.

So, as the information age continues to grow
many people wonder if computers will replace
books in our human experience. It is a useful
idea to debate. However, in my opinion, books
are personal, warm and occupy a part of our
lives in ways computers have not yvet done.
Enjoy reading! Visit libraries and bookstores
and make friends with the printed word. And
someday, maybe you too will even write your
story. Happy reading!
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