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King John as a lord of Ireland: the significant relationship between John and Ireland.

BL S
Miho TANAKA

—RESCR
Dept. of General Education (Humanities)

King John, the fifth and youngest son of Henry Il, lord of Ireland and king of England, duke of Normandy and
of Aquitaine, and court of Anjou, died 18/19 October 1216. This year is the anniversary of his death and the

international conference,

‘King John 1216-2016, 800 years’ was held at Dublin Castle, built under John’s order.

He is one of the most important figures of the English in Irish history. This paper introduces the programme of
the 1st day of the conference and shows how John is regarded as a lord of Ireland among scholars recently.

F—O—F T AT R,

XL &Iz

AL, AT FEY ay (FEAL1199~12164E) @
BIEB00EDFEICY =D, TANT VY RTHE, ZEi&
LT, YaFE 1216~20164 8004 (King John
1216-2016, 800 years) & T HEEFENY 3 VEdHD
DOET Y TSN, BREORE, Tus T s
REEHEIZOVWTIHHP ETRASh TS Y,

AFEClE, 20164F9H8~10H IZBIfE S NIz, ZDFRD
—HE (8H) OEETEHFNMLDOD, TA/NT Rfits
FRIZBWT, BUE, YarEREDLSICEHZHNT
WBDY, EIFTENTHBEDONITHON T Lz,

FREEFThHoTLUTTHRIZ, Ya Ik o~r ) =24
W2k 17407 Koo (b#k) #EE] (Dominus Hiberniae
/lord of Ireland) (ZfEfy 7=, 11854 L 12104 D2[0], o
aNETANT Y RIZEIELTWA, TANLT 2 ROFER,
HFIRORF L b RARINDHZLDH LY a L THDHH,
FOEREBIIEDLIREDTHLTDIES S ).

1. 22 32 F 800 OFE—HBE

TANT Y RHIZEBWT, 20164E L WO 4R, LS -
TH19164F4H 24 0 DETEREVOAER (A —A X — -
< UT =) ITRITENT [ —AZ—HE ] 51004 B
OELLTHETHD. B< 7V T IR RSN T
EITANT » R3, MG ERT, TA 1T R
FELE U TSy 28 L 22> BT A2 OFRLBICEEL

VarvE, TV, ~7F - I

HENTBELEETH D (1922 OS5 YNL 7 A L
ZY FEHBEE]TH-oT). TANT v RESLKERE T
4 AB =W DFF A N =T NIZE R E Y TR ERN

Thebh Tz, 2R H20165EMBIEHP L TR 6N S 2.

EEDPSM U ERE LR TH, [A—2 %
—IEE ] OFEEDETHHAH LN, ARFILLI-TEK
Ihiz. HARTHI0EFEDTLEDFEIZEHE VAT T A
WBAfEEND [ —2F—ikfl) (RARTANVT v N
20164F AR IR K RICCI2H 10 A BRfE) & ix Rz, V=3
YE 800 1EXhe D BREMZRBIEE OENTH 7.
2313H%‘0i50~60}\< LT, 2D LB ARTKELE ThH-

%%%@i&AEiTU%Vﬁémkiﬁév D

VBT AR L CE e, HDH W0 EY a VER
é?—f TWE2~13 AL H & T2 RE D BRE & L
THEDONTL o7,

INETELL CaritonTERTAILIEHoT
L3, Va v HEEMEMSGEE L GRERE L LT
V. Varik, vy =2k b AT, T AL
T RBIZBWCEDbOTEERA I T RETHS.
ZDREE~DOBMER, DL THLYa e TANVT R
DERIZ DN TEE A RO TN E B R T,

YarE 8004 %4 Ebt i, T4 F%—7
ECT4—TFDEOTHDY. FIRLHDA - F—7
1, FE%&woiD%E%ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ #FT, T4
NT v ROBESEEE - FINCHET 2 EERNLHSDH. T o
—FE, TAVIHEOEFHEET, F- LA —FIZ
DONWTOEEEZFUTL WD, a7 A VT7 v KET
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—wlZ Ltk yva IE—BEICHoTOT(ZHELL
Belx, ¥ a VRSB - L SRR R T — I,
VarxaHl iKbbty va yBAHEIRLTY
7eh), FORETFSMLE.

S « Fy—F OHEFEE, ‘John and the Rulership of his
Lands’ THZ BT, T4 —F OFFK, ‘lreland and the
Angevin Empire’ Cl-ty a1 varbtT7ANLT U R
BDIEE ST, FROZANDOHIREE G D, RAD, HDHW
IO E DO ZNE TOMEEL E L DL HRNED
REMENTZN, N U M- T - 755 H
DHEL, ZNENH LWAREAFERICRIL LTI DN
KORNLDOThoTo. Fio, HitF 7Y O THx
DEFBEOHDS « X7 4 —IF, 1LY “John and Dublin® @
BTREELTWER, T4 27 NI TEEEITANVT
Riz2EBR=2, v a vrb2BBRTng (DTIIRE) ] &
WO EIRILEESD, B EFH -S> TV ONHIRITE S
7.

Tty M, GEE (Fr—%—) Ooar—iRo
N RT T R EHAZE LTSz, John and Ireland before
11997 LT ARKT, v~V AL —MHFT 4T —MT
NV R7 45 (Ardfinnan) ZHUIZ, ZOMICER L2
gV EOBIKIC OV T U Tz

‘Fomenting Factionalism in Angevin Ireland: The Role of
John as Lord and King” & 92 7 7 F 7 v OFFITEET
b, TENLH o LEFMENTTL o DERELIZWN
KRTHolm. FFERLCT 4 VT L ~w—Tv)L (12194F%%)
DARFE, FRFEERR EE B LT, 118D T a DT
ANT v REIEICEAT LI ARV R - o v 2 — (1206
FEEIEE) &V a v L DOERBMRDOE & BAR L RO3ET
BT L THOEIZOWTHLNIZ LT, Ly AKX —
5D I — XN TV KE—% > (Ardmulchan) o -+ H#1%
DICHY LT, Z2OBEZEREARL F0b LA v—%

B e ST, BRIV RBI944FEIZY 3 VOS5 Y F

-—Mﬁ(fun%~%$)@_o% Trhokva

X o THINEILT b A X —Hi)7Re % Dfho L%
Ebnt$%#%ot_&#m@éﬂt

ZOFEOMERRLEFE N INDEITHLN, bE
DI 2R TICTHIT SN D Z & &S . 200742 4 U T
Lo =T X VR F T = —THEFE L RIT LI2HE (1207
) DB ZEFLA L THME S iz P OFEN, R
FHATSN TV RN E WS FIAH 5 (2016411 HIZTHATT
iE).

2. AT Z U REELELTOY 3 VO

TVTFUREEBOMEE L LKEFELELTHDA, —fIzy
a VEFBERA T T REOHFTH & AT ANRMNR.
btbn TVWaE] HREOE] LidhsZ 3z
HDH. METIE, (ADT7A4F ) (T =— ==z

A BE, 1968 4F) THREDSZMRVWbNREERRK- T L
LT, lmer 7y K] (URY—+ 22y NEE, 2010
) THEILELI LR B THRERT L LTI T
Wz Te ey - 7y R BT, Y o0, TEBVE]
ORI Fr— K 1R LT, TBkAZRN] & LTH#irh
2NN BRAVTTZVREIZ TVary] o4
DEFIZIZ—ATHY, 5% BRO [Va VE] TR0
MHBELZ R, "EEYa v 2 i oftlx, 7
V7 AEmE OMAELD EHDZEIITRNI L] LE X
SbhTns®

TaiE, 1I6THFEI2A24A D7 J A~ A « A TIT, -~
VU =2ttt (TENL1154~894F) OHF L LAY I AT ¢
—RTAEEREY. BIIT V)=V XX T—X (T
T—=XILATV ) T) THY, LIZE OBRHEINNTH
BT D RN Enh, FHEASS TRHTE)
(Lackland) W95 B4 =D LN TWe., EOR "
ABKITL, ZFDU Fv— KBROBZENZ. i+
DE] EMEENRZY F v — Rk, FREEiEe CEE
W, EERRICA V7T 0 RICHET 2 2 & bIE
EAERL, DEDPIVFEIF E THRIBE K 2 T2, Bk & 72
DTNVt iz, BT ANBEORLTTIZZO
oo, ZH9 LT IRMTE) Yary, 4177
Y FEEOHMNAZHGD Z LIl oT-.

(A2 7T FEE] DAL, Yauix, 7407
VREE] AT 4= [T T =) [Ty
22—l OB EES. 11TIEDOT A VT FiEfEg, R
AU =L, RTPOY a yOREKOTDIZ, ¥ a w1177
FIZTANT Yy REE) & Uiz, 11854FI21E, YT E
FRol=2Va BT ANTy REEIEL TS, L) F v
— R2EE LR, Yallt, YVar oty —21t
PUFChHoTT NI —=ahV=7)— (YaT7rl)
(1186F%) ODRFT—%— (TATa—N) &AL 7T
v REMEG ST BHREBH Y AV T A w—T /b b
NYarrEXRL, Pad T == Lo TEMNE
S L7z, 12034EIEE LT T NE —=a AT —H—
VarOfRICE o TERESNE RIS TWD

EU?%—FkEkD,/a/iﬁﬁﬁfmmémwé
ot 1204 LK, AT 4 —RT VY
2—REDHETETTURET 4 ) v 2 Ik o TR
WEhiz., KECTOEMEIE A -7 1214 FO 7T — 7 ¢
—XDONTY, 74 U v 2OEICKNET. hoX
NRY = KFHOTMHEED > Ta—~vHE L HILL,
1209 FiFA > /T 4 7 A S HIZ Ko TP ST
LEol. 290 akeZAnG, 177 FEELT
DY a rOFHMIEE L <, BARIET IKRHE] 054
LEHCRELND LT D.

Thwoitid, 12154FE0 (=7 F - Ly (KER) ]
O THD. ~ 7 F &L, VarELUREICELT,
EoWRBOHRZEICYH, L2V aroanim b,
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=TT ANEZIFEET S, o RURBEEOT =— 3 —
RT, YVarEICHET HELBTRES EICRD S
RFEETH D). 20154 6 A 15 BITIE, HAin D 800
HEETATIRIMN T =—I— FThEShE. <7 F -
INEE, FOFLERMBIIZ Y PRALERLTF vy A v E
MRBFTHIFEEERLDTH Y, 2009 (212 x %
aOWRFEEFEIC BRI N TN D, FHEOEHZ ML
T D72, FEBEOHERRR, THLHE O A m &2 EENR
5 ERRD BN EBEARDOAES MRS EOREK
%’ HAMTIEbN, BEEEXEESbR TS, =
W27V T T, AR AME & T E Ez&m&%ﬁk&
otjzik LCR#En W5
KEFTEOZ #KH 2 & _ﬁokyayi@k@ﬁ
KROKEM, 477 FREOKELEZHW=. £L T,
WRAICHEZ IR~ 7T ANERIELTZE VI DT TH
L. 7k, Vard, BERNEEE~C Y 3L, <
TF e AINEEWET DR A LD, 1225 FOH 3 RT
LENMEET DY, <7 F - hAZ BEREO% BAIE
HIEE - FAHIN TN Z &2 5.

3. TALSVFfEEFELTOYD I Y

WIZ, TANVTV REELLT, YarBnEDLHIHF
{ﬁémxn\émbc_ouVCﬁTW\%th.

ERRO LI, 1177 FZVa VT AT REEE
o=y, ZOLEVETHS=Y a 0%, AN O
EThotz. Yar®, HELLTOREDOENERIN
t@ﬁ,L@5$§@iﬁf&ot.xm/)—2ﬁ_
> TARL ’l’%ﬂﬁéhfwtiﬁ“(“&)otﬁ "B L L

SRV bLDTH T, a/exw%ﬁé@1<ntﬁ

BEEARFRE L 1T, 4H25Eﬁ \Zv v R — WO
%®%7¢ H—T 4 —RiZEFEL, 12 A 17THETT A
NT Y RITHIELT-. 7/7«57 ZlEL, #¥7V itk
WITE LTz, WETR, 7 TIZT7 AT > RIZAR L Tz
AT T REOREEBIZY g v O Bk EEZ R
S, WHEA T T FNEOXRTICETZ ENENT
Holz. LL, 4k, MEELLOREEThH-o-E =
— = K- b Av— (1186 %) b exfyilL, BHDOT A
NT U RIZBT D RSB E LT D52 LI TEeh
Stz —F, Va ik UaYyricttEEx bR,
ZO%, af A MFICLBEEME LY 2 VT A
K+ x—2" (1205 %) O X 912, 1185 FFDRAEDFETT
HOFINE, TANT » RTHINZENTW - 72FH H 0D

~vY—2 L, Pa VICEEOT AT L RiEFEE
OIEEHITEMN, A=T7 V=N 186 HEIIHEL-Z LY
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Teaching Noun Clauses and Adverbial Clauses Using the if- or
when-Clause

Takayoshi ANAI

Dept. of General Education

Japanese learners of English are said to be relatively familiar with grammar.
entrance examinations to universities require a high level of grammatical knowledge.
are some typical grammatical errors which the learners continue to make.

This is because
However, there
One of these errors is

confusion of the noun clause and the adverbial clause, both of which use the same subordinate

conjunction, if or when.

This article attempts to present a rationale for an inductive way of teaching

noun clauses and adverbial clauses using subordinate conjunctions “if” and “when” in a Japanese EFL

setting.

Key Words: grammar, noun clause, adverbial clause, subordinate conjunction, if, when

1. CONTEXT

The setting for this lesson is National Institute of
Technology, Oita College. Students are aged
between 15 and 16, and class size is about 40
students. Students’ level of English is intermediate.
They have studied English as a subject at junior
high school for three years (three hours per week on
average) prior to entering the college.

After their entrance to the college, students study
English grammar in detail. The following are
relevant grammatical items students will already
know before this lesson: basic word classes (nouns,
verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and conjunctions),
phrases, five sentence patterns (SV, SVC, SVO,
SVOO, and SVOC), transitive and intransitive
verbs, relative pronouns, and clauses (noun clauses,
adjective clauses, and adverbial clauses).

The sentences which include either the if-clause
or the when-clause have not been presented in the
teaching of a noun clause or adverbial clause so as
to avoid students’ confusion, although they have
learned noun and adverbial clauses using other
subordinate conjunctions such as that, until, and
because.

So far, the students have been involved in a
deductive way of grammar teaching in Japanese, so
this becomes the first time for them to experience
inductive teaching.

2. AIMS OF THE LESSON

At the end of the lesson, students will be
better able to:
® Understand how to distinguish between noun
and adverbial clauses.

® Understand that in an adverbial clause which
refers to future or condition, the present
simple is used.

® \Write and speak with the correct adverbial
clause form when they refer to future or
condition.

3. INTENDED OUTCOMES OF THE
LESSON

By the end of the lesson, regarding sentences
of [the main clause + if- (or when-) clause], students
will be better able to:

® Understand that the if- (or when-) clause that
can be moved to the top of the sentence
without making the rest ungrammatical is an
adverbial clause.

® Understand that the if- (or when-) clause that
can be deleted out of the sentence without
making the rest ungrammatical is an adverbial
clause.
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® Understand that the if-clause where if can be
replaced by ‘whether or not’ is a noun clause.

® Understand that the if- (or when-) clause
which is an object of a transitive verb is a
noun clause.

® Understand that the when-clause where when
can be interpreted as ‘when..., then’ is an
adverbial clause.

® Understand that in an adverbial clause which
refers to future or condition the auxiliary verb
will is not used.

4. TEACHING PROCEDURE

This inductive way of teaching is to be conducted
in the following way.

(1) Review

Confirmation of the three clauses: noun clauses
(functions as a noun), adverbial clauses (mainly
modifies a verb, adjective, and adverb), and
adjective clauses (modifies a noun).

(Noun clause)
| think that it will be fine tomorrow.

(Adverbial clause)
| slept early because | was sleepy.

(Adjective clause)
| saw a man who was wearing a funny hat.

(2) Divide the class into groups of six (G1, G2, G3,
etc.). There are six students, S1 to S6, in each group.
Give each group two sets of sentences: Set A and
Set B.

Set A: Sentences where the if-clauses are embedded.

a) Il be happy if you meet me at the airport.

b) T don’t know if it will rain tomorrow.

c) | wonder if he will agree with you.

d) Don’t worry if I’m late tonight.

e) I'll ask her if she will go to the concert
tomorrow.

) You will be punished if you do anything wrong.

g) I’m not sure if he will come back.

h) I won’t go out if it rains tomorrow.

i) ’'m going out now. Can you take a message if
anybody phones?

Set B: Sentences where the when-clauses are
embedded.

a) Who cares when she will marry?

b) I’ll phone you when I get there tomorrow.

¢) Open your eyes when you are ready.

d) We don’t know when he will come home.

e) I’1l ask her when she will leave Tokyo.

f) You’ll be disappointed when you know your
exam results.

g) It is difficult to say when the president will
arrive here.

h) We’re going on holiday tomorrow. I will tell
you all about it when we come back.

i) He looks very different now. You won’t
recognize him when you see him tomorrow.

(3) Have learners study the sentences in each set, A
and B, and divide them into two patterns in each set.
Once they have tried, ask each group to divide the
sentences again into two patterns by looking at the
if- (or when-) clause.

(4) Have learners underline each if- (or when-)
clause. Have learners try to work out the differences
in specific feature between the two patterns.

(5) Ask them what the difference between the two
patterns is. Have them realize that one of the
patterns does not have will in each sentence, and the
other has will.

(6) Hand each group a different clue card (see
below), A to F, and have them tell which clause is a
noun clause or an adverbial clause in each group
based on the clue card given.

Clue Cards

Note that in the real clue cards answers are not
presented.

Clue Card A

An if- (or when-) clause which can be moved to the
top of the sentence without making the rest
ungrammatical is (***** Answer: an adverbial)
clause.

An if- (or when-) clause which can be deleted out of
the sentence  without making the  rest
ungrammatical, is (***** Answer: an adverbial)
clause.
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Clue Card C|
An if-clause which is an object of a transitive verb is
(***** Answer: a noun) clause.

Clue Card
A when-clause which is an object of a transitive
verb is (***** Answer: a noun) clause.

@)

Clue Card E
An if-clause whose if can be replaced by ‘whether or
not’ is (¥**** Answer: a houn) clause.

Clue Card H

A when-clause whose when can be interpreted as
‘when..., then’ is (***** Answer: an adverbial)
clause.

(7) Rearrange groups so that all the S1s of each
group can make one new group, S2 another new
group, and so on. Then have each student try to
teach among the new group in English.

(8) Ask each group to report to the class.
(9) Write on the board the following, and explain the

rules:
® [’ll ask her if she will come here tomorrow.

® T’'ll ask her about it if she comes here

tomorrow.

® I’ll ask her when she will come back.

® T’ll ask her about it when she comes back
tomorrow.

(10) Have learners understand that a clause which
does not use will is an adverbial clause.

(11) Have learners understand that in an adverbial
clause which refers to future or condition, the
present simple is used.

(12) Have students work with discrimination
exercises (see the following example).

Q. All the following sentences are about the future.
Use will / won t or the present simple.

1. I will ask the clerk some questions if he .......
(come) back.

2. Iwonder ifhe ........ (go) swimming tomorrow

3. 'm going away for a few days. I’ll phone you
whenl...... (get) back.

5. RATIONALE

English is taught as a foreign language in Japan.
English grammar, therefore, plays an important role
for Japanese learners of English to learn how to use
the language “accurately, meaningfully, and
appropriately?”.  However, there are typical
difficulties which the learners tend to experience
because of their first language background?. For
example, Japanese does not have the same idea of
past, present and future tense that English does®,
which causes Japanese learners of English to misuse

English tense form.

The reason for choosing this particular example is
that most Japanese students often tend to
misunderstand the distinction between a noun clause
and an adverbial clause when both clauses include
the if- ( or when-) subordinate conjunction. Also,
grammatical questions to test whether applicants can
distinguish between these two clauses often appear
in university entrance examinations®.

Among the three clauses (houn, adjective, and
adverbial clauses), the adjective clauses are
relatively comprehensible to the Japanese learners
of English because they frequently practice the
modification of the adjective clause to nouns when
they learn relative pronouns. The other two clauses,
however, seem to be extremely difficult, from my
own teaching experience, especially when students
try to distinguish between a noun clause and an
adverbial clause, both of which use the same
conjunction if or when. For example, each
subordinate clause in the following sentences is an
if-clause;

® | do not know if it will rain tomorrow.

® | will not go out if it rains tomorrow.

Both if-clauses refer to the future; however, the
if-clause in the second sentence does not use will but
uses the present simple rains. Most English
grammar books, furthermore, often state: “In an
adverbial clause which refers to future or condition,
the present simple is used””. This simple

_9_
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explanation causes students to become confused and
they still wonder why the second if-clause does not
use will despite the fact that it refers to the future.

Consequently, students who become confused
with the distinction between the two clauses tend to
use will even in the adverbial clause, for example: *I
will not go out if it will rain tomorrow. To address
this difficulty, | decided to investigate a better way
of teaching how to distinguish these clauses so that
learners of English will not misuse English tense
forms.

Thus, my teaching approach in this lesson is
different from the conventional Japanese approach
in two respects. Firstly, while the traditional
approach attempts to explain the if- (or when-) noun
clause and the if- (or when-) adverbial clause
separately just as English grammar textbooks do,
my approach teaches them at the same time, and
presents almost all the possible ways of
distinguishing these two clauses in one lesson,
which has never appeared in grammar textbooks in
my opinion. From my approach, learners will easily
be able to compare the features of the if- (or when-)
noun clause with those of the if- (or when-)
adverbial clause.

Secondly, while deductive ways of teaching have
been dominant in traditional English grammar
lessons in Japan, this approach attempts inductive
teaching. | believe the inductive approach in this
lesson will help learners to be ‘more attentive and
more motivated®” when they look at two
syntactically  similar  sentences.  Furthermore,
engaging in communicative activities through
problem-solving tasks and exchanging information
in English will better be able to raise students’
consciousness regarding this problematic grammar
point.
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IDEAL PROCESSES FOR STUDYING ABROAD:
AN ETHNOGRAPHIC APPROACH

Tomek ZIEMBA

Dept. of General Education

In recent years, the number of students wanting and going to study abroad has been on the rise.
However, there can be a wide range of differences in what the students bring back from their experiences.
The purpose of this study is to give an overview and reflect on study abroad initiatives from NIT, Qita
College for fourth year internship students going to Singapore Polytechnic. Over three years, various
approaches were taken, such as journal writing and pre-departure orientations. An analysis of what helped
make the students have a more meaningful study abroad experience will be analyzed. Finally, the results
are intended to help enrich the future cohorts from this college, even outside of the internship program.

Keywords : study abroad, journals, ethnography, internship, reflection

1. INTRODUCTION

With the next summer Olympic games coming to
Tokyo in 2020, Japanese youth have started to
realize the importance of being active on an
international scale. Many have the intention, if not
simply interest, in studying abroad to improve their
language skills and be immersed in the culture of
another country. Even the Ministry of Education
(MEXT) has created a scholarship fund, with the
help of several corporations, to encourage studying
abroad called Tobitate! Japan.

However, just going overseas for a fixed period
of time is not a guarantee of acquiring language
skills, deepening cultural understanding, nor
ensuring a meaningful experience. These troubles
have been a source of concern for Kosen instructors
who escort students on overseas internships or other
programs. Students often encounter culture shock,
or feelings of despair when realizing their actual
level of ability in English.

So, what are the proper steps in hopefully
guaranteeing a process for a life-changing study
abroad experience? This study details a three-year
observation period of Japanese student groups in
Singapore, detailing the various attempts at
improving the program, and the effects of the
various interventions on the personal growth of the
students participating in this intriguing program.

(1) Oita Kosen internship program in Singapore

The National Institute of Technology, Oita
College (henceforth Oita Kosen) has an internship
system set in place for all fourth year students.
Students can choose a domestic or overseas
internship, with often only a handful willing to
challenge themselves overseas. The overseas
internship program is possible due to cooperative
efforts with Singapore Polytechnic (henceforth SP),
in which for several years academic exchanges and
internships have taken place between both
institutions.

(2) Incoming internship program at Oita Kosen
In recent years, a reciprocation of internship
activities has begun at Oita Kosen as well, with
participants from SP coming in March for a 6-week
program. This period is significantly longer than
that of Kosen students at SP, and the reasoning is
that SP regulations state that internship programs for
their students must last at least six weeks in length.

(3) Affiliated faculty and staff

The study was mainly conducted and observed
by one English teacher who accompanied the
students throughout their internship program, and
acted as an interpreter when needed on location.
Other Japanese professors and office workers, as
well as SP staff worked together for weeks in
planning each internship program.
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2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

There are several studies that have been done
over the past few decades on the effects of studying
abroad, some including specifics on Japanese
students. Creamer (2004) did a study about the
expectations of female students in overseas
programs and found that they brought “cultural
baggage” with them overseas, which affected the
levels of immersion in their studies abroad. Ogawa
(1998) conducted a study, which showed further
gender differences, with female students being more
open and having higher aspirations as well. Gender
differences could lead to a source of concern for
Kosen faculty accompanying students regardless of
the low number of female students enrolled.

Another study by Lassegard (2013) detailed how
there is a decrease of Japanese students going to
study abroad since the mid-2000s with the lack of
scholarships or supplementary funding available as
the main source of hesitation. It is often thought that
students are concerned with delaying their
graduation or low level of interest to begin with, but
financial reasons were found the be the most
affecting. The study also detailed that most students
felt that they were not prepared enough in their
linguistic abilities before going overseas.

Finally, one of the most concerning was from a
study by Segawa (1998) about the effects of culture
shock on Japanese students going overseas for study
abroad programs. It was shown that students who
stayed together and had little individual interaction
with locals had greater adaptation problems and
even lead to internal conflict between members.
This is a very important point to consider when
taking Kosen students abroad for such programs.

Fig.1 Culture Shock Timeline (emotion over time)
taken from the “Overseas Study Program
Guidebook” created by Toyama Kosen.

3. ANNUAL PLANS

The observations were taken over a period of
three years, with each year having their own varying
forms of provisions implemented with each cohort.

(1) First year of research (2013)

For the annual summer internship program, it
was the first time the researcher accompanied the
students overseas. Senior faculty members also
accompanied the students and few new provisions
were created throughout the program. The most
significant was the addition of daily meetings that
would be held each night at a set time (curfew).

(2) Second year of research (2014)

The next year of the internship program began to
experiment with further reflective approaches for
students to ease the sojourner adaptation process.
Students were given journals in which students
would recall their day of activities and describe how
they changed as individuals and their perspectives
of the local culture as well. Journals were conducted
entirely in Japanese, for the ease of students to
participate in this new form of provision. Also, a
pre-departure orientation session with instruction on
culture shock and local culture were introduced.

(3) Third year of research (2015)

In the third and final year of the study, faculty
agreed to increase the number of pre-departure
orientation sessions, in which a guidebook created
by staff at Toyama Kosen was used to prepare
students for their studies abroad. Journals
implemented the previous year were made to be
written entirely in English, as well as exit interviews
with each student the night before their departure, to
reflect upon their experiences over the program.

4. POINTS OF DISCUSSION

(1) Daily Meetings

The idea of daily meetings was inspired by
experiences of the researcher from the study abroad
plans of a local university, in which each night the
students would have to gather for at least ten
minutes and reflect on the days activities and
discuss how they are feeling in the new culture.
These meetings also doubled as a fixed curfew time
for students and were followed without complaints.

Although not all students would share the same
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amount of personal information, each student was
made to say at least one comment. With not all
students on the same page, and varying levels of
comfort, an unbalance between the spoken
reflections of students was seen. This lead to the
implementation of journal writing.

(2) Journal Writing

Students were told to keep track of their daily
activities in pocket-sized journals that were
submitted to the accompanying professors by the
end of each daily meeting. It was found that students
were able to detail more about their personal
feelings and things that were not mentioned
previously in meetings on several occasions, which
lead to easier group control by accompanying staff.
a) Writing Journals in Japanese

In the second year of the study when journals
were implemented, students were allowed to write
their journals in their native language. English was
considered initially, but postponed to ensure that
students would make the most of the journal writing
process and be able to reflect more clearly.

'V’:'j) ’//(AQO({O”V P /ﬁ\/\

‘5‘:20 ,*féf_\u s

Fig. 2 Journal Entry in Japanese by a student

b) Writing Journals in English

In year three of the study, students were
encouraged from the beginning to write their
journals in English, and add further explanation in
Japanese if absolutely necessary. Grammar and
spelling mistakes were corrected, and it was found
that over time, students were able to write entirely in
English with very little need for corrections. Not
only were students able to reflect clearly as in the
previous year, but also improve written English.
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Fig.3 Journal Entry in English by a student

(3) Pre-Departure Orientation

After the success of an initial pre-departure
orientation session in the second year of research,
the third year lead to a more robust and detailed
program, which included dealing with culture shock,
introducing students to Singaporean culture and
traditions before going overseas, as well as giving
the students time to prepare for introductions to be
done overseas. In previous years, students would
stay up late into the night preparing PowerPoint
slides to introduce themselves and their department
of study at their welcome ceremonies in Singapore,
however it was found that by giving students more
time to prepare, students were able to present with
greater confidence and develop higher quality
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materials. The use of an “Overseas Study Guide
Book” was also implemented as a suggestion by a
former accompanying professor of the internship
program, and students were encouraged to write
information and research material in advance of
their departure, as shown in Fig.4 below.

Fig.4 Table of contents of the “Overseas Study
Guide Book™ used in pre-departure orientation

The students were intrigued and interested in the
contents and filling out the guide book, but it was
found that the students were not using it while in
Singapore, as some even lost it during their
internship. It would be suggested to complete the
contents as much as possible pre-departure, and
have students finish their final reflections upon
return and submit it to supervisory staff upon return.

(4) Final Reflection Journals and Exit Interviews

Students were finally encouraged to reflect once
more on their internship programs upon return at the
points of one day, one week, and one month after.
This final reflection was started in the second year
of observation with students writing it directly into
their journals and submit them to the accompanying
faculty upon return. Like the use of the guide book,
some students lost their journals and did not submit
final reflections. To counter this, during the third
year, an exit interview was set in place where the
researcher would conduct one-on-one interviews
with the students. General questions such as what
were the highs and lows of their internship
experience, as well as reflecting on what they had
learned and how do the students feel they have
grown were also asked. Gradually throughout the
exit interview, students began to share thoughts and
information that was not previously shared in
journal entries or daily meetings, and the planned
ten minute time limit per student was over extended
to several minutes, some lasting longer than half an

hour. These interviews were not cut short, so that
students could have an outlet and speak their minds
clearly and fully before returning back to Japan.
These interviews lead to students having lower rates
of reverse culture shock, which is still a concern.
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Fig.5 Reflection journal sample by student

Comments made by students in their exit
interviews were recorded and it is hoped that these
comments can be used anonymously for future
cohorts to go on study abroad internship programs.
Some of the things mentioned by students include:

e “I came here confident, but realized how

low my actual level of English ability was.”

e “I was not courageous enough throughout
the program, and it made me want to change
myself as a person.”

e “My listening comprehension in English
improved but | still want to have a greater
vocabulary so | can communicate better.”

e “I was ashamed of being shy and holding
back at several times in the program.
Reflecting through journals and daily
meetings made me realize what | needed to
change about myself and my actions.”

Another addition was that of a scavenger on one
free day of the itinerary during the third year of
observation. Students were instructed to go across
the city to find historical sights and local cuisine.
Students found it to be an entertaining learning
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experience through fun, but some complained they
needed the rest from an already busy itinerary.

5. FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS

(1) Application and Selection Process

The process of selection of students continues to
be a problem for the accompanying faculty. Students
fill out an application form, which includes a short
essay in English to test their English ability. It was
found that most students would seek help from their
seniors, other English staff or exchange students to
have a more native-like written passage.

Also, most applicants were accepted regardless
of academic status or record, due to the low number
of general applicants. In the third year of
observation in particular, TOEIC or TOEIC Bridge
scores were set for participation and the number of
students who cleared these requirements were
extremely low in number. A second application
period was implemented, which then accepted any
applicant as in previous years. This was especially a
concern in the third year due to multiple students
who went on the internship returning only to have
failed their grade and repeat the year again.

Limiting participation based on high level of
English ability is understandable, but not
recommended due to the limitations of increase in
ability that can be measured. A study by Taguchi
(2013) showed that students with previous
experience in studying abroad or higher levels of
language ability showed lower levels of
improvement compared to first-timer participants.
Tsuneyoshi (2005) also states that these English
based study abroad programs can actually help
students gain confidence and ability in their use of
the target language. These studies as well as the
experiences observed show that limitations based on
linguistic ability of participants is not ideal.

(2) Continuation and Regulation of Internship
Due to continuous budget constraints and also
manpower of Oita Kosen staff, a fourth year of
observation was not possible. With the current status
of the internship program in limbo, and
recommendations for students to participate in other
Kosen-related internship programs, there is a risk of
the independent study abroad experience to be
replaced by more general programs run nationally.
Jackson wrote in their book (2008) that programs
should be customized and cater to specific learning
needs of students. Does a particular student want to
focus on improving their language ability? Or do
they want to simply have a new cultural experience?

Maybe they want to learn specific trade skills for
their future? Catering to these needs on a national
scale can help increase participation and motivation.

6. CONCLUSION

Through a review of literature and over three
years of observation with testing various provisions
to help increase the personal growth of students,
these study abroad opportunities need further
refining. Effective pre-departure orientateons can
help prepare the students for what is ahead of them
and prevent culture shock, journal writing can help
give students an outlet to communicate and test their
written ability, and exit interviews and reflections
can help generalize and lead the students to a
holistic interpretation and greater appreciation for
the value of their study abroad experience.

Further observation and testing on various
provisions should be continued in study to help
contribute to a kosen-friendly program, as the
environments of the students vary quite differently
from regular high school and university programs.

Our Kosen students are expected to become
future engineers able to contribute and participate on
a global scale — and it is through study abroad
programs that they can test their abilities and pave
the way to their own unique future upon return from
their overseas study abroad sojourn.
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Fig.6 English reflection in a student journal
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